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MyFriendBen

Kathleen Bottagaro, Gary Community Ventures, shared information about MyFriendBen.
MyFriendBen is a screening tool that shows people in Colorado their possible eligibility for
50+ public benefits, tax credits, and nonprofit programs. Personal information is not required
for the eligibility screening and there are optional citizenship filters to show program eligiblity
by citizenship status.

Kathleen facilitated a demo of MyFriendBen and shared that over 12,500 Colorado
households have been screened for benefits. More information about MyFriendBen can be
found in this user guide and current list of benefits included in the screening tool. Questions
about MyFriendBen can be sent to Kathleen at kbottagaro@garycommunity.org.

2024 State Legislative Update

Shoshi Preuss, Policy Manager for the Colorado Community Health Network (CCHN),
shared information about 2024 state legislative items relating to Health First Colorado
(Colorado’s Medicaid program), marketplace coverage, private insurance, consumer
protections, and more.

e HB24-1146, Medicaid Provider Suspension for Organized Fraud: Authorizes the
Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) to suspend
Health First Colorado providers if the provider is suspected of fraud.

o HB24-1322, Medicaid Coverage, Housing, and Nutrition Services: Establishes a
feasibility study for HCPF to seek federal authorization to address health-related
social needs for some Health First Colorado populations.

¢ HB24-1400, Medicaid Eligiblity Procedures: Expands certain Health First Colorado
eligibility provisions that were in effect during the Public Health Emergency.

o SB24-116, Discounted Care for Indigent Patients: Creates a hospital presumptive
eligibility (PE) program allowing hospitals to become PE sites.

e SB24-93, Continuity of Health Care Coverage Change: Allows people who are
disenrolled from Health First Colorado or private insurance and re-enroll in new
coverage to continue to see their providers at an in-network level for a certain period
of time.

o HB24-1258, Credit Covered Person Expenses Insurer Insolvency: Requires a
person’s new insurer to credit that person’s out-of-pocket expenses from their
previous insurer if that insurer goes out of business or leaves the marketplace.

e SB24-182, Immigrant Identification Document Issuance: Removes some
requirements for individuals who are not lawfully present to receive a drivers license
or identification card.

o HB24-1470, Eliminate Premium Tax to Health Insurance Affordability Fund:
Statewide audit report found that certain fees added to the Health Insurance
Affordability Enterprise (HIAE) were incorrectly deemed exempt from TABOR.
Counting these in TABOR increased the General Fund (GF) obligation for a TABOR
refund and reduced the GF dollars available. This bill discontinues the allocation of
some of the fees to the HIAE, which provides funding for the Reinsurance Program
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and OmniSalud, for this year and future years. The state is working to determine
what this means for funding these programs moving forward.

Connect for Health Colorado Updates

Vidhya Tirumalaraju, Policy Analyst for Connect for Health Colorado, presented information
on the new eligibility rule from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and on
assistance network partners. Review the presentation slides for more details.

DACA CMS Eligibility Rule for Marketplace Insurance and Impact on OmniSalud
Effective November 1, 2024, individuals with Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
status are eligible to enroll in health insurance with financial assistance through Connect for
Health Colorado. Connect for Health Colorado estimates that there are approximately
13,000 DACA recipients in the state and that around a third of them are uninsured. It's
estimated that nearly 2,000 DACA recipients will enroll in a plan through Connect for Health
Colorado this upcoming open enroliment period. This will likely open up additional
OmniSalud spots as DACA recipients move to Connect for Health Colorado.

Pregnant DACA recipients and children with DACA status will be eligible for Health First
Colorado or Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) effective January 1, 2025, when Cover All
Coloradans is implemented. This may allow for additional OmniSalud spots to open up as
pregnant people and children under age 19 with DACA status become eligible for Health
First Colorado or CHP+.

Assistance Network Partners

Connect for Health Colorado offers three pathways to become a partner with the Assistance
Network. The three Assistance Network programs are: Funded Assistance Site, Certified
Application Counselor (CAC) Designated Organizations, and a Referral Partner. There are
different expectations and requirements for each of these pathways.

Assistance Sites and CAC Designated Organizations must provide education, health
insurance literacy, and help with enrollment processes. Referral Partners must offer
education on health coverage options, available financial help programs, and provide
referrals for health coverage enroliment.

Member Sharing

Meeting attendees discussed their experience with the unwind. They shared that the unwind
did not go well from the client perspective and that there was a high percentage of
procedural terminations. It was suggested that it may be helpful if HCPF provided additional
training to Certified Application Assistance Sites (CAAS).

To troubleshoot application and renewal issues, escalations should be submitted through
HCPF’s online escalation form. Email CKF (ckf@cchn.org) a brief summary of any
escalations submitted by you and your team so that CKF can track trends.

CKF Updates
CKF created a Zoom registration link for upcoming CKF Quarterly Meetings. Registration is
required and once you register, you can add the meeting invite to your calendar.

Next meeting: August 16, 2024
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