
 

 
 

MAY MEETING NOTES 
May 16, 2025 

 
Connect for Health Colorado Updates 
Nina Schwartz, Chief Policy and External Affairs Officer for Connect for Health Colorado, 
and Vidhya Tirumalaraju, Policy Analyst, shared state and federal funding impacts on 
Marketplace coverage and 2025 Open Enrollment data. 
 
State and Federal Updates 
At the state level, legislation was introduced that would have increased the funding available 
to the Health Insurance Affordability Enterprise (HIAE), however this legislation failed. HIAE 
provides funding for the state’s reinsurance program and OmniSalud. Without the increase 
in funding for HIAE, the Colorado Division of Insurance (DOI) expects that fewer people will 
be able to enroll in a SilverEnhanced Savings plan through OmniSalud for plan year 2026.  
 
Earlier this week, the U.S. House Committee on Energy and Commerce made 
recommendations for federal budget cuts that include proposed changes to Marketplace 
funding and eligibility. These changes will directly impact access to health insurance through 
the Marketplace. For example, shortening the open enrollment window or adding additional 
verifications will make it harder to sign up for, and stay enrolled in, Marketplace coverage. 
Connect for Health Colorado expects that Marketplace customers will become uninsured as 
a result of these recommended changes.  
 
2025 Open Enrollment 
During the 2025 Open Enrollment period, nearly 300,000 Coloradans enrolled in a health 
insurance plan through Connect for Health Colorado or Colorado Connect. This is 19% 
higher than last year’s total enrollment and is Connect for Health Colorado’s biggest 
enrollment period ever. 80% of enrollees got financial help to lower their costs, and about 
66% of all enrollments were completed with the help of an insurance broker or enrollment 
assister. Review Connect for Health Colorado’s Open Enrollment Report for Plan Year 2025 
for more details. 
 
HCPF Updates 
Lisa Pera, Eligibility Division Deputy Director for the Colorado Department of Health Care 
Policy and Financing (HCPF), provided state and federal funding updates and also shared 
Cover All Coloradans enrollment numbers. For more information, view the presentation 
slides. 
 
State and Federal Updates 
The Colorado state legislature scaled back but approved many of HCPF’s budget requests. 
There are no cuts or changes to Cover All Coloradans (CAC), the program remains fully 
funded. Additionally, funds were approved to support administrative costs at counties and to 
maintain HCPF’s county escalation and resolution unit. Funding was also allocated for 
innovative services including: 

• Interactive Voice Response, which enables members to call in and get basic 
information about their eligibility from a responsive voice assistant.  

https://c4-media.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/07092425/2025-By-the-Numbers-Report.pdf
https://ckf.cchn.org/wp-content/uploads/HCPF-CKF-Presentation-5-16-25.pdf
https://ckf.cchn.org/wp-content/uploads/HCPF-CKF-Presentation-5-16-25.pdf


• Intelligent Character Recognition, which expedites the eligibility determination 
process by automating how documents are scanned and interpreted.   

• PANDA, a policy bot which helps Colorado Benefits Management System (CBMS) 
workers get real-time answers to Medicaid eligibility questions.  

 
At the federal level, the U.S. House is considering changes to Medicaid which includes 
increasing the frequency of eligibility redeterminations, eliminating the 90-day reasonable 
opportunity period, limiting retroactive coverage, implementing work requirements, and 
imposing cost-sharing requirements for some members. Many of these proposals have a 
high administrative cost. HCPF will continue to monitor these proposed changes and Lisa 
encouraged ongoing grassroots advocacy to highlight the importance and state-wide impact 
of Medicaid. Visit HCPF’s Legislator Resource Center webpage for the most updated 
information on how potential federal funding cuts will affect Medicaid in Colorado.  
 
Cover All Coloradans 
As of earlier this month, 18,420 people were enrolled in CAC. Denver, Arapahoe, and 
Adams County have the highest enrollment numbers by county. More information on CAC 
can be found on HCPF’s Frequently Asked Questions webpage. 
 
CKF Updates 
CKF invited the group to advocate to protect Medicaid and also reminded the group about a 
few health coverage program updates.  
 
Health First Colorado Buy-In Programs 
As of this month, the monthly premium waivers resume for the Health First Colorado Buy-In 
Program for Working Adults with Disabilities (WAwD) and the Buy-In Program for Children 
with Disabilities (CBwD). HCPF issued notices to WAwD and CBwD members to inform 
them about the premium costs and instructions on how to pay them. Members are also 
granted a 60-day grace period to pay their premiums after the stated due date. 
 
Colorado Indigent Care Program  
The Colorado Indigent Care Program (CICP) is ending effective July 1, 2025. HCPF has 
encouraged patients who qualify for CICP to contact their place of care to ask about other 
discounted care options that are available. It’s important to note that CICP-eligible patients 
also qualify for Hospital Discounted Care. Clients may submit a complaint against a hospital 
for improper management of their Hospital Discounted Care program by contacting HCPF at 
HCPF_HospDiscountCare@state.co.us.  
 
Kaiser Permanente’s Colorado Bridge Program  
The Colorado Bridge Program is a comprehensive health coverage option for individuals 
without access to other coverage who have a household income below 300% of the federal 
poverty level (FPL). A special enrollment period (SEP) is available to applicants with a 
household income below 150% FPL. Individuals do not need to be a U.S. citizen or lawfully 
present to qualify, but must live in Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, 
or Jefferson County. Kaiser Permanente will also soon be expanding this program to Weld 
County.  
 
  

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/legislator
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/cac-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.protectourcareco.org/share-your-story?emci=544e1806-862f-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&emdi=6be667c0-1930-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=5883937
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/colorado-hospital-discounted-care
mailto:HCPF_HospDiscountCare@state.co.us


Member Sharing 
Members discussed the DentaQuest portal, including issues where it displays patients' benefits 
incorrectly. Members also shared concerns around possible county misconduct. 
 

Next meeting: August 15, 2025 

Registration is required for quarterly CKF meetings. Once you register, you can add the meeting 
invite to your calendar for future meetings.  

 

https://cchn-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrduyrqz0pH9AlYeMzEGAC3kUd6COWsyr-

