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What	is	public	health?



Public	Health	Clinical	Services
• Deemed essential to individual and the 

public’s health
• Available regardless of insurance status
• Some ask for payment on a sliding fee 

scale based on income, many available at 
no charge
• Considered ‘gap services,’ not a medical 

home



Nurse	Home	Visitors
• Focus is families

• Goal is to improve 
long-term outcomes

• Accept community 
referrals



Family	Planning/Sexual	Health
Annual health examination
Birth control supplies and counseling
Emergency contraception
Testing for pregnancy
Testing and treatment for STDs
Testing HIV/AIDS
Community education and outreach
Pelvic exam
Pap Testing
Clinical breast exam
Free condoms



Immunizations
• Vaccines for Children 

Program (VFC)

• Uninsured adults

• Some health 
departments can do 
off-site clinics

School-Based Immunization Clinic for APS



WIC	
The	Special	Supplemental	Nutrition	Program	for	Women,	Infants		and	Children

• WIC provides food valued at $57 per person each month at no cost –
qualification is based on income

• All families are welcome - including families with caregivers that are 
moms, dads, grandparents, kinship care and foster parents

• Children can stay on from birth until 5 years old
• Families can apply for WIC at anytime



Specialty	Services
• Senior Dental
• Diabetes Education 

and Prevention
• Healthy Communities
• Tuberculosis 

evaluation & 
treatment
• Syringe Access



Find	your	local	health	department
Search “CDPHE local public health”
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/find-your-local-
public-health-agency

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/find-your-local-public-health-agency


Thank	You

Kaitlin Wolff
kwolff@tchd.org

303-363-3036

mailto:kwolff@tchd.org


Colorado Indigent Care 
Program (CICP)

Taryn Graf, CICP Administrator
Health Care Policy and Financing
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• The CICP was created in 1983
Ø Program rules were completely reorganized and updated in 

spring 2017

• Safety net program, designed to help low-income 
uninsured or underinsured individuals access health care 
services 
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CICP Historical Information



• The CICP is a discount program 
Ø Not health insurance, and has no defined “benefits” 

• Available at select providers throughout the state
Ø 70 providers, 265 total provider sites

• Only emergency services are mandated to be 
discounted, other available services vary by provider
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What is the CICP?



• Applicants that are lawfully present, Colorado residents 
who are at or below 250% of the federal poverty level
Ø Annual income of $30,350 for a single person

Ø Annual income of $62,750 for a family of four
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Who qualifies?



• Applicants who are eligible for Health First Colorado or 
CHP+ do NOT qualify for CICP
Ø Applicants who appear to be eligible for Health First 

Colorado or CHP+ must apply and be denied before they can 
be placed on CICP

• Applicants who have private health insurance may 
qualify for CICP
Ø CICP always encourages our clients to obtain and use private 

health insurance, but it is not required to qualify for CICP
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Primary Health Insurance & CICP



• Applicants must provide one document proving their 
lawful presence
Ø For US Citizens, can be a birth certificate, passport, an ID or 

driver’s license from a REAL ID compliant state, etc.

Ø For non-US Citizens, can be any document that can be 
verified through the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements (SAVE) program, or an ID or driver’s license 
from a REAL ID compliant state
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Lawful Presence



• Applicants can apply for CICP at any of our participating 
CICP provider sites
Ø A full list of our CICP providers can be found on the 

Department’s website: www.colorado.gov/hcpf/colorado-
indigent-care-program
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Where can applicants apply?

http://www.colorado.gov/hcpf/colorado-indigent-care-program


• Required documentation varies from provider to 
provider 
Ø At the least, applicants need proof of lawful presence and 

income information for themselves and their household 
members

Ø Applicants can call the provider to get a list of what 
documentation they need to bring with them

• Applicants may be required to apply at each provider 
they go to if the provider does not accept ratings from 
other providers
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What do applicants need to apply?



• CICP does not discount:
Ø Non-emergency dental

Ø Behavioral health services

Ø Elective surgeries

Ø Experimental or non-USFDA approved treatments

Ø Court ordered procedures

Ø Any non-medically necessary services
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Excluded Services



Thank you!
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Taryn Graf
CICP Administrator

Taryn.Graf@state.co.us
CICPCorrespondence@state.co.us

mailto:Taryn.Graf@state.co.us
mailto:CICPCorrespondence@state.co.us


Presen ted  by

Angela Rose, 
Colorado Community 
Health Network,
Health Center 
Workforce Manager

HELPING THE UNINSURED 
GET CARE!



¡Who is CCHN?
§Colorado Community Health Network – the 

membership organization for 20 Colorado CHCs

¡What are Federally 
Qualified Health Centers?

§Mission driven organizations that provide health 
care for underserved, underinsured and 
uninsured patients.

¡Why do CHCs Exist?
§To provide high quality health care regardless of 

someone’s ability to pay.



CHCs 
providing 
access to 
care in 
Colorado
• 20 CHCs 

Operate 
202 Clinic 
Sites

WHERE ARE 
CHCs
LOCATED? 



CHCS ACROSS COLORADO

Northwest Colorado 
Health, Craig Sunrise Community 

Health, Monfort 
Family Clinic Denver Health, La Casa 

Quigg Newton
Mountain Family 
Health Centers, 
Glenwood Springs



¡Services CHCs Provide
§ Integrated Models of Care

¡Affordable Care
§Sliding Fee Scale
§Public Health Insurance or Private via Connect for Health

¡Resources
§ CCHN’s Website
§ Finding a CHC Map and Search Capabilities
§ English and Spanish Webpages

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO SERVICES



Thank You
Learn More About CHCs at 

www.CCHN.org

Contact 
Information:
Angela Rose at 
Angela@cchn.org
303-867-9511

mailto:Angela@cchn.org




Colorado Rural Health Center

§State Office of Rural Health 
§ Our mission is to enhance healthcare services in the state by 

providing information, education, linkages, tools, and energy 
toward addressing rural health issues. 

§ Our services
• Quality Improvement to expand access to care, TA for Compliance 

and Regulations 
• Workforce - Provider Recruitment and Retention 
• Health Information Technology support
• Educational events 
• Policy and Advocacy



§ Increase access to primary care services for Medicaid 
and Medicare patients in rural communities

§ Located in rural and underserved areas

Rural Health Clinics (RHCs)



Look different! 
§ Hospital-based or non hospital non-profits
§ community/town funded and supported, public; 
§ Independent practices 
§ Different sizes from solo practice to larger multi-disciplinary 

Services
§ Primary Care 

§ Family practice, pre-natal, OB, pediatrics, internal and 
geriatrics, behavioral health, family planning, home visits, 
chronic care management, case management/care 
coordination

§ Specialty services and social services 

RHCs



§ Reduce the financial vulnerability of rural hospitals and improve 
access to healthcare by keeping essential services in rural 
communities

Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs)



§ Have 25 or fewer inpatient beds, are located more than 35 
miles from another hospital, and are located in a designated 
rural area

§ Services and specialty care
§ Prioritize based on individual needs in community
§ 24 hour ED care and staff, IP and OP services, Laboratory 

and Radiology

CAHs



§ Median projected age rural Coloradans in 2019:
§ 44, versus 40 in urban counties

§ Rural Coloradans aged 0-17:
§ 23% live below the 2014 Federal Poverty Level of $23,850 per four 

person family compared to the state average of 16%
§ Rural Coloradans without insurance:

§ Decreased over the past 5 years from approximately 26% to 15%, a 
percent change of 42%.

§ Rural Coloradans with diabetes:
§ Over 7% of adults

§ Rural Coloradans teen pregnancy rate:
§ 38.71% higher than urban parts of the state

§ Suicide remains disproportionately higher for rural Coloradans:
§ The northwest and central mountain regions have a significantly 

higher than state average suicide rate at more than 38 suicide 
deaths per 100,000 people compared to the state average of 25 (a 
41.3% difference)

Who lives in rural Colorado? 
Income and health outcomes ~ 



§ Data + Stories = Effective 
Advocacy
§ Snapshot of Rural Health 
§ Safety Net Clinic Week

Advocacy

2017 Session:
§ Opioid Abuse & Addiction
§ Drug Costs
§ Coverage & Costs
§ Transparency & Reporting
§ Freestanding Emergency 

Departments
§ Mental & Behavioral Health
§ Healthy Equity
§ Workforce

Get involved!

Policy

Policy and Advocacy, rural health 
impact



Contact us anytime!

Sara Leahy, Director of 
Business Development

303.565.5848
sl@coruralhealth.org

mailto:sl@coruralhealth.org


Blue Guide
Coverage Resources

Consumer Assistance Program
cohealthinitiative.org



Blue Guide Tool



Blue Guide Tool







Health Coverage Resources



Health Coverage Resources



Health Coverage Resources



Health Coverage Resources



• Help consumers navigate billing and claims 
issues 

• Advocate with providers and  insurance 
carriers

• Help submit appeals with carriers and file 
complaints with DOI, CDPHE, Attorney 
General

• Referrals for health coverage enrollment 
assistance and other resources



Consumer Assistance Program 



Consumer Assistance Program 





Consumer Assistance Program 



303-839-1261
help@cohealthinitiative.org

Online form: 
cohealthinitiative.org/consumer-assistance

cohealthinitiative.org



Questions?


